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New Law Seeks to Lower Hurdles for Licensees to Move into the State 
 

Legislation recently enacted by the Pennsylvania General Assembly grants additional powers to licensing boards 

wishing to make reciprocity easier. The new law effects all of licensing boards under the state Bureau of 

Professional and Occupational Affairs, including those for optometrists.  For most of the professional licensing 

boards the new law doesn't make much of a change. The current requirement of similar license conditions from the 

other state remain. However boards now have the ability to grant a provisional certificate to practice while an out of 

state licensee works to meet any missing requirements. This provisional certificate will only be good for a limited 

amount of time set by the board.  

 

This legislation authorizes all of the boards and commissions within the Bureau of Professional and Occupational to 

grant provisional licenses to practice by applicants who are licensed to practice a profession in another state if all the 

following conditions are met: the applicant holds a license, certificate, registration or permit from another state, 

territory or country whose requirements are equivalent to PA requirements; demonstrates competency in the 

profession through methods determined by the licensing board or commission, including having completed 

continuing education or having at least two years of experience; has not committed any act that constitutes grounds 

for license refusal, suspension or revocation in PA, unless the licensing board determines it should not impede the 

granting of a license; and is in good standing and has not been disciplined by the jurisdiction that issued the license, 

unless the licensing board determines it should not impede the granting of a license. 

 

State Board of Chiropractic July 18 Meeting Highlights 
 

The State Board of Chiropractic met on July 18 in Harrisburg. Here are the highlights.  

∙ Board Chair Gerald Halloran, DC, welcomed the members and guests.  

∙ Board Prosecutor David Smith presented three cases to the Board, to be deliberated in Executive 

Session.   

∙ BPOA Acting Commissioner Kalonji Johnson did not attend, and sent no report. However, Carolyn 

Deluarentis, Deputy Chief Counsel at the Bureau, made a presentation updating the Board on caseloads, 

and a new emphasis on mediation when appropriate, to reduce costs of prosecution. She noted that there 

had not been a lot of activity with the Chiropractic board, as compared to some other licensing boards. She 

also discussed with the members how to report complaints they are aware of, without tainting cases.  

· New Board Counsel Ken Suter went over two other cases to be considered in Executive Session. He 

also noted that, as directed, the Board has sent a letter to the Secretary of Health reminding her of the 

efficacy of chiropractic in non-drug pain management. He discussed Act 41, recently passed into law, 

which allows for easier means of reciprocity and endorsement for licensees moving into PA. Counsel also 

discussed a recent correspondence from Ed Nielsen, Executive Director of the PCA, regarding a variety of 

issues, including PT advertising, programming, and the PIAA.  

∙ Board Chair Gerald Halloran, DC, distributed several handouts to members, one regarding the NBCE’s 

change in Global Scoring, which they determined was confusing to students. The Board will revert to 6 

separate domains. He noted that a letter had been sent to the Veterinary Board, which has been discussed 

by the Vet Board, but no response received. Halloran reiterated about the letter to Sec. Rachel Levine 

regarding chiropractic’s role in pain management. He said she is willing to work with the Board on the 

issue. He also opined, with regard to preceptorships now coming available under the new law, that the 

Board needs to come up with reasonable guidelines. He noted a recent Ohio notice regarding Stem Cell 

treatment, stating that “chiropractors must be careful to assure they are in compliance”. Finally, he noted 

that the PA Insurance Marketplace will be fully functional by 2021. The Board will monitor it at that time. 

· Board Administrator Liz Wecker was not in attendance. 

∙ Under New Business: Chairman Halloran declared the Board needs to reinvite Sec. Levine to an 

upcoming Board meeting to discuss issues. Ed Nielsen mentioned a recent meeting he had with the 

Secretary and the Governor’s Deputy Chief of staff, who wanted some background on economics of 

chiropractic care, which he said he would try to supply.  



Next meeting is September 19.  Future 2019 meeting dates: November 21.  

2020 dates: January 16, March 19, May 14, July 18, September 17, November 19, 2020 

 

Medical Assistance Advisory Committee July 25 Meeting Notes 
 

The Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) held its regular monthly meeting on June 25. Deborah Ann 

Shoemaker, Pennsylvania Psychiatric Society, Vice Chair, presided due to the absence of Chair Russ McDaid. 

 

OFFICE OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS (OMAP) UPDATE 

 

Sally Kozak, Deputy Secretary, OMAP, provided updates on Hahnemann Hospital closing due to financial 

issues. She said the Department of Health (DOH), DHS, and the Governor’s Office had been working with the 

hospital for a “significant period of time” prior to the closure announcement and that the situation is “fluid.” She 

said DOH and DHS have been working on a closure plan and established a temporary manager to ensure quality 

care continues and there is a safe transition. She added that the Hahnemann closure is being dealt with as a network 

termination, so all managed care patients have been transitioned elsewhere in the network. She stated that 

arrangements were made to transfer patients and residents from Hahnemann to Jefferson Hospital, and those without 

contracts with Jefferson have made arrangements for out-of-network payment plans. Kozak noted that Hahnemann 

has been closed to emergencies since the beginning of July and that those emergencies have been diverted to other 

emergency departments. She said that, as of last Friday, the emergency department was only accepting walk-ins, 

much like an urgent care center. She added that arrangements were made to transfer critical care patients, including 

dialysis, transplant, and oncology patients. Anyone that was seeing a Hahnemann primary care doctor or specialist, 

Kozak said, have all found other providers, and that weekly meetings are taking place to handle transition of other 

issues, including managed care monitoring. She mentioned that other than some select lab services and basic 

radiology services, Hahnemann is only taking walk-in emergencies. She said the hospital has filed for bankruptcy 

and that process is ongoing. 

 

Glinka commented that St. Christopher’s hospital is a part of the same network and asked if the DOH has handled 

any requests from those looking to acquire their assets. Kozak confirmed that St. Christopher’s is part of the 

bankruptcy filing but that they have not heard of anyone interested in St. Christopher’s at this time. Shoemaker 

mentioned that Hahnemann plans to release its residents within the next two weeks. 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Consumer Subcommittee: 

LeVal Miller-Wilson noted that the subcommittee will not hold a meeting in August and indicated that the 

subcommittee is in discussions with the department about holding the October meeting on CHC in 

Philadelphia. Miller-Wilson said the subcommittee would meet next at 1:00 p.m. on September 25 at the 

Health and Welfare Building, Harrisburg. 

 

Fee-For-Service Delivery System Subcommittee: 

Chair Shoemaker said the Fee-For-Service Subcommittee will meet at 10:00 a.m. on August 14 at the 

Commonwealth Tower, Harrisburg. 

 

Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee: 

Shoemaker said the Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee will meet at 10:00 a.m. on August 13 at 

the Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg. 

 

Managed Care Delivery System Subcommittee: 

Chair Glinka said the Medicaid expansion population is 686,733 and noted that there were almost 78,000 

applications for benefits, which is up 20 percent from the same period last year. He added that HealthChoices serves 

18 percent of the overall population in Pennsylvania. Glinka indicated that the subcommittee discussed pediatric 

shift nursing in home health. He noted that there are 6,300 cases statewide that receive home health care services 

through home health aides, and 73 percent of that group is receiving private duty nursing services. “The number that 

we are serving in the commonwealth is the highest ever. The population has grown 63 percent since 2012. One of 

the conclusions that we reached was that the current model is a bit dated and probably requires some 



modernization,” he stated. Glinka said the PH-95 population is 0.25 percent of the total HealthChoices population, 

but it accounts for five percent of the total spending. 

Glinka noted that the Dental Workgroup will provide an update at the next MAAC meeting. 

 

Glinka added that the subcommittee heard a presentation from Dr. Ted Christopher on social determinants of 

health. “One of the things that Dr. Christopher shared was that 80 to 90 percent of health care outcomes are 

attributable to social determinants of health. Gateway would prescribe to that and say that 20 percent is hereditary,” 

he stated. “Dr. Christopher cited that there is a 20 percent life expectancy difference between advantaged and 

disadvantaged citizens. This results in $309 billion in losses to the economy nationally,” he stated. “Twenty-six 

percent of individuals in Philadelphia are living below poverty. Forty percent of the child population is at poverty or 

below. Thirty-six percent of Pittsburgh is at or below poverty.” Glinka encouraged members to check out the listserv 

for the full presentation. 

Glinka said the subcommittee will meet next at 10:00 a.m. on September 12 at the Commonwealth Tower, 

Harrisburg. 
 

Click here to view pharmacy documents and additional materials from the meeting. 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycom

mitteemaac/ 

The full MAAC meets again on September 25. There is no August meeting. 

 

This Month in the PA Bulletin:  
NONE 

 

Legislative Activity 
The following bills and co-sponsorship memos for bills to be introduced of interest to CFoP were acted on by 

the General Assembly this past month.  

 

Scope of Practice/Licensure Bills 
 

Cosponsor memos filed 

 

HCO2329 (Murt) – Mental Health First Aid USA Training Program to be Accepted as Continuing Education for 

Licensees (Prior HB 842). Requires the licensing boards under Department of State's Bureau of Professional and 

Occupational Affairs (BPOA) to give credit to licensees for completing the Mental Health First Aid USA training 

program. 

Filed, 7/10/2019 

 

Budget-Related Bills 
NONE 

 

Child Abuse Reporting 
NONE 

 

Health Care Bills 
NONE 

 

Health Care Work Force Bills 
NONE 

 

Health Insurance Bills 
 

Cosponsor memo filed 

 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=29961
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=29961


HCO2343 (Kaufer) - Protecting the Doctor-Patient Relationship with Insurance Companies. Amends Insurance 

Company Law to require that no insurer shall exclude or terminate a health care provider from participation in the 

network plan without just cause. 

Filed, 7/18/2019 

 

Liability 
NONE 
 

Medical Assistance/DHS 

NONE 

 

Opioid Reduction 
 

HB 1005  RE: Opioid Overdose Agents (by Rep. Jim Cox, et al) 

Amends the Achieving Better Care by Monitoring All Prescriptions Program (ABC-MAP) Act further providing for 

purpose, for definitions, for powers and duties of board, for establishment of program and for requirements for 

dispensers and pharmacies; providing for requirements for first responders; and further providing for access to 

prescription information. The bill adds opioid overdose agents to the scope of the act, among other items. 

Received in the Senate and referred to Senate Health and Human Services Committee, 7/8/2019 

 

HB 1740  RE: Opioid Patient Treatment Agreements (by Rep. Johnathan Hershey, et al) 

Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in public safety, providing for opioid treatment agreements. Requires new 

patients who need a prescribed opioid regime to enter into treatment agreements with a prescriber to ensure patients 

understand the risks of addiction and dangers of overdose associated with the medication and their role and 

responsibilities regarding their treatment. Requires new patients to undergo baseline drug testing to establish a 

general assessment of the new patient and periodic drug testing as deemed medically necessary by the medical 

prescriber in order to monitor adherence to existing patient treatment plans. 

Filed, 7/23/2019 

 

Sales Tax Expansion 
NONE 

 

Worker’s Comp 
NONE 

 

Copies of bills described above can be obtained on-line at: 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm 

 

Upcoming meetings of Interest 
Some House Committee meetings and session can be viewed online at: http://www.pahousegop.com/ 

Senate Committee meetings and session can be streamed at: http://www.pasenategop.com/  

 

UPDATED 2019 SENATE SESSION SCHEDULE 

September      23, 24, 25 

October          21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 

November      18, 19, 20 

December       16, 17, 18 

 

UPDATED 2019 HOUSE SESSION SCHEDULE 

September       17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25 

October           21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 

November       12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 

December        9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=29984
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1005
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1740
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=29446
http://www.pahousegop.com/
http://www.pasenategop.com/


 
2020 HOUSE SESSION SCHEDULE 

January  7 (non-voting), 13, 14, 15, 21, 22 

February 3, 4, 5 

March  16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25 

April  6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, ELECTION BREAK 

May  4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20  

June  1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30 

 

State Board of Chiropractic Board Meeting Schedule  
Remaining 2019 dates: July 18, September 19, November 21 

2020 dates: March 19, May 14, July 18, September 17, November 19, 2020 

All Board meetings are held at Penn Center, 2601 N. 3rd Street, Harrisburg, PA, at 9 AM 

 

DHS Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) 

ALL MEETINGS ARE SCHEDULED FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

Lecture Hall 246/248, Temple University Harrisburg 

234 Strawberry Square, Harrisburg, PA 

Remaining 2019 meeting dates: June 27, July 25, No August meeting, September 26, October 24, No 

November meeting, December 12 

For more information check the DHS MAAC website: 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvis

orycommitteemaac/ 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/

