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Telemedicine Bill Appears Dead as House and Senate Adjourn Without Final Action 

 
Last month we reported that the General Assembly close to passing legislation to create rules for PA to allow for the 

use of “telehealth” in the Commonwealth. Unfortunately, SB 780, sponsored by Sen. Elder Vogel (R-Beaver) got 

sidetracked by a host of amendments being offered, most lethal of which was a proposal by Rep. Kathy Rapp (R-

Warren) to include language in the bill prohibiting the performance of “abortions” via telemedicine. Most of the 

other amendments were withdrawn, but Rapp held fast, and the vote on her amendment, and the bill itself, never was 

called. The House and Senate have recessed for the elections, and it is currently the understanding no further bills 

will be voted on in this legislation session, which ends officially on November 30. 

 

Although it appears to be dead for this session, Vogel and many in the provider community are committed to 

bringing the issue back in a new bill in 2019.   

 

Environmental Quality Board Publishes Final Rules RE: Radiological Health  
 

The Environmental Quality Board provided final-form rulemaking regarding radiological health for clarification and 

guidance regarding radiation safety, to update the standards for protection against radiation, and to amend the 

requirements for radon certification. This final-form rulemaking was adopted by the board on June 19, 2018, and 

will be effective 90 days after publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  More information about this final-form 

rulemaking can be viewed in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. For further information, contact the Bureau of Radiation 

Protection at PO Box 8469, Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg, PA 17105, or (717) 787-2480; or 

Robert Schena, assistant counsel, Bureau of Regulatory Counsel, PO Box 8464, Rachel Carson State Office 

Building, Harrisburg, PA 17105, or (717) 783-8072. This final-form rulemaking is available on the department’s 

website. https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol48/48-43/1666.html 

 

 

October 25 Medical Assistance Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 
 
The Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) held its regular monthly meeting on October 25. Some 

highlights of interest follow. 

 

Patricia Allan, DHS CHIP director provided an update on CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance Program) and 

the State Health Official Letter 18-010 Extending Federal Funding for Chip. She recalled a six-month period earlier 

this year in which CHIP was unfunded, but shortly thereafter Congress reauthorized the program for 10 years. The 

letter outlines key impacts of the reauthorization legislation and was sent October 5, 2018. She reviewed the key 

impacts: 

• Minimal financial impacts, including a gradual reduction in the federal match, which allows for state planning to 

use General Fund money to make up the difference in the match; 

• Pediatric quality measures will become mandatory in 2024, but Pennsylvania already does them; 

• The express lane option was extended through 2027, which Pennsylvania already uses and may consider 

expanding to other potential express lane partners such as Head Start or the National School Lunch Program; 

• No change to current eligibility standards, despite the option to reduce to 300 percent of the federal poverty level;  

• On third party liability, CHIP MCOs may no longer “pay and chase” for prenatal claims, which may be a change 

for MCOs but not CHIP itself; 

• Income received for parent mentoring is not included in determining eligibility, but this is rare in PA CHIP; 

• Lottery winnings received as a lump sum will now be treated as income. 

 

Joseph Glinka, Gateway Health, pointed to a declining enrollment in Medical Assistance (MA) and asked if the 

department is looking at if there has been an uptick in other insured or uninsured populations to see where those 

people are going. Allan stated CHIP enrollment was climbing to almost 182,000 early this year, but then it 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2017&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0780
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol48/48-43/1666.html


dropped to 178,000 in May. She found that the drop was due in part to fears of the expiration of the program, 

pointing out that families were sent a letter about the possible loss of funding but not of the reauthorization. 

Furthermore, the Office of Income Maintenance started a new initiative to hold children up to age four until renewal, 

thus they remained there instead of coming over to CHIP. She concluded numbers are slowly coming up again. 

Regarding the overall MA program, Kozak confirmed there have been some decreases in recent months, but she 

could not say if that is a trend yet. She said it is being monitored, but they have not yet had conversations with the 

Insurance Department to see if enrollments are increasing. She indicated the general belief is that it is probably due 

to the improving economy. Glinka emphasized the importance of ensuring these people are landing somewhere from 

a continuity of care standpoint. Kozak confirmed they’re in the process of asking those questions. 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Consumer Subcommittee: Chair Laval Miller-Wilson said yesterday’s meeting included OMAP and OLTL 

updates and reflected much of the conversation held today. The next meeting is December 12. 

Fee-For-Service Delivery System Subcommittee: Has not met since the last meeting. 

Managed Care Delivery System Subcommittee: Chair Glinka reported the subcommittee met on the 11th and 

discussed confusion that can arise during the period between passage of a law and the update of regulations and 

additional guidance will be issued to address that confusion. He said the subcommittee also discussed CHC quality 

measures, 

Medicaid expansion numbers of about 698,000, and questions were raised about how to keep individuals enrolled in 

Medicaid and not unnecessarily disenrolled. Regarding the dental stakeholder workgroup recommendations, 

Glinka reported there were two training sessions in October. He also said there was discussion about proposed 

changes in the contract for 2019. Glinka reported the credentialing notice will be for all providers, not just dental 

providers. He also noted brief comments on the MA transportation program and consensus that the system needs 

to be improved. The next meeting is December 6. 

The MAAC meets again on December 13.  

 

 

Legislative Activity 
The General Assembly considered the following bills of interest to CFOP in the past month. 

 

Scope of Practice/Licensure Bills 
NONE 

 

Budget-Related Bills 
 

SB 31 RE: Spinal Cord Injury Research Program (by Sen. Mario Scavello, et al) 

Amends Tobacco Settlement Act adding language establishing the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program in the 

Department of Health. Requires appropriations from the Tobacco Settlement Fund to the department to be used to 

fund research projects regarding spinal cord injuries and related infrastructure by eligible applicants. Establishes a 

Spinal Cord Research Advisory Committee in the department and provides for its membership and the members' 

terms. Requires that no less than $1 million be used to fund spinal code injury research programs. Also requires 

grants to be awarded to conduct research into new and innovative treatments and rehabilitative efforts for the 

functional improvement of people with spinal cord injuries. 

Received in the House and referred to House Human Services Committee, 10/2/2018 

Reported as committed from House Human Services Committee, read first time, laid on the table, and 

Removed from the table, 10/11/2018 

Read second time, and rereferred to House Appropriations Committee, 10/15/2018  

Reported as committed from House Appropriations Committee, read third time, and passed House, 

10/17/2018 (173-13) 

Signed in the Senate and in the House, 10/17/2018  

Approved by the Governor, 10/24/2018 Act No. 126 of 2018 

 

Child Abuse Reporting 
NONE 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2017&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0031
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2018&sessInd=0&act=126


Health Care Bills 
 

HB 1884  RE: Patient Test Result Information Act (by Rep. Marguerite Quinn, et al) 

Provides for summaries or copies of patient test results to be sent directly to a patient or the patient's designee when 

there is a finding of a significant abnormality; and provides for duties of the Department of Health. 

Read second time and rereferred to Senate Appropriations Committee, 10/1/2018  

Reported as committed from Senate Appropriations Committee, 10/15/2018 

Read third time and passed Senate, 10/17/2018 (49-0) 

Received as amended in House and rereferred toHouse Rules Committee, re-reported on concurrence as 

committed from House Rules Committee, and House concurred in Senate amendments, 10/17/2018 (181-0) 

Signed in the House and in the Senate, 10/17/2018  

Approved by the Governor, 10/24/2018 G (Act No. 112 of 2018)  

 

Health Care Work Force Bills 
NONE 

 

Health Insurance Bills 
 

SB 780 RE: Telemedicine Act (by Sen. Elder Vogel, et al) 

Provides for telemedicine; authorizes the regulation of telemedicine by professional licensing boards; and provides 

for insurance coverage of telemedicine. The bill authorizes the practice of telemedicine by health care providers. 

Requires each licensure board to promulgate regulations within 24 months of the effective date and provides for the 

publishing temporary regulations within 120 days. Further provides for evaluation and treatment; insurance 

coverage; and Medicaid program reimbursement. The provisions regarding insurance coverage and Medicaid 

program reimbursement shall take effect in 90 days and the remainder shall take effect immediately. 

Amended on House floor, 10/11/2018 

 

Medical Assistance/DHS 
NONE 

 

Opioid Reduction 
NONE 

 

Sales Tax Expansion 
NONE 

 

Worker’s Comp 
 

HB 1840  RE: Physical Examination or Expert Interview (by Rep. Rob Kauffman, et al) 

Amends the Workers' Compensation Act, in liability and compensation, further providing for schedule of 

compensation, for computation of benefits and for physical examination or expert interview. Allows employers to 

request an Impairment Rating Evaluation after an employee has received total disability compensation for a period 

of 104 weeks. Requires the employee to submit to a medical evaluation which shall be requested by the insurer 

within 60 days upon the expiration of the 104 weeks to determine the degree of impairment due to compensable 

injury. If such determination results in an impairment rating that meets a threshold impairment rating that is equal to 

or greater than 35 per centum impairment, the employe shall be presumed to be totally disabled and shall continue to 

receive total disability compensation benefits. If the determination is less than 35 percent, the employe shall then 

receive partial disability benefits provided that no reduction shall be made until sixty days' notice of modification is 

given. Further provides for physical examination or expert interview. 

Sen. Corman motion to revert to prior printer number, PN 3802 passed, 10/16/2018 

Read third time, and passed Senate, 10/17/2018 (34-15) 

Signed in the House and Senate, 10/17/2018  

Approved by the Governor, 10/24/2018 (Act No. 111 of 2018) 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2017&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1884
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2018&sessInd=0&act=112
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2017&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0780
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2017&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1840
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2018&sessInd=0&act=111


 

 

Upcoming meetings of Interest 
Some House Committee meetings and session can be viewed online at: http://www.pahousegop.com/ 

Senate Committee meetings and session can be streamed at: http://www.pasenategop.com/  

 

2018 FALL SENATE SESSION SCHEDULE (Subject to change) 

November 14 

 

2018 FALL HOUSE SESSION SCHEDULE 

November     13                       

 

State Board of Chiropractic Board Meeting Schedule  
Remaining 2018 Meeting Dates (Subject to Change): November 8 

2019 dates: January 17, March 21, May 16, July 18, September 19, November 21 

All Board meetings are held at Penn Center, 2601 N. 3rd Street, Harrisburg, PA, at 9 AM 

 

DHS Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) 

ALL MEETINGS ARE SCHEDULED FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

Lecture Hall 246/248, Temple University Harrisburg 

234 Strawberry Square, Harrisburg, PA 

Remaining 2018 Meeting Dates:  December 13 

2019 dates have not yet been announced. For more information check the DHS MAAC website: 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvis

orycommitteemaac/ 

 

 

Copies of bills described above can be obtained through the CFOP office, or on-line at: 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm  

http://www.pahousegop.com/
http://www.pasenategop.com/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/

