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New Faces Coming to Harrisburg: Three New members Elected to State House; Killion 

Wins Senate Special Election 
 

While the Presidential primary season finally, mercifully, winds down to what now appears to be an inevitable 

conclusion – Clinton vs. Trump in November, Pennsylvania also chose their candidates for the November “down-

ballot” elections on April 26. As has been the pattern over the past several elections, there will be fairly large 

freshman classes in the state House and Senate in January, 2017. Sixteen state House members chose not to run for 

re-election, and four more were defeated in their primary contests. Several others will have significant challenges in 

November from the opposing party. While it doesn’t appear that any sitting State Senators lost their primary (the 

votes were still being counted at press time for this article in the Sabatina-Boyle race in Northeast Philadelphia, but 

it appears Sabatina has held on), there will be new faces in the Senate next year as well, and they were largely 

determined this past month. That list begins with newly-elected Sen. Tom Killion, who won a special election to 

succeed former Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, now a Delaware County judge. Killion will resign his 

House seat in May, and that likely will be filled in another special election later this year.  

 

Also in the Senate, Democrat Sharif Street, son of former Philadelphia mayor John Street, easily won the primary 

to succeed retiring Sen. Shirley Kitchen in the 3
rd

 Senatorial district seat that was once held by Street’s uncle, T. 

Milton, in the 1980s. State Rep. Mike Regan won a heated, four-way Republican primary to succeed retiring Sen. 

Patricia Vance (R-31). Since no Democrat filed, Regan will be elected Senator in November. Lancaster state Sen. 

Lloyd Smucker (R-13) won a primary contest to fill the seat of outgoing Congressman Joe Pitts. Smucker will be 

favored to defeat Democrat Christina Hartman in November. Smucker’s seat will be filled by either Republican 

Scott Martin, who won a three-way primary, or Democrat Gregory Paulson, in a heavily Republican district. 

 

Two veteran Democrat state House members were successful in their attempts to have their party’s nomination to 

move up to Congress. Bucks County Rep. Steve Santarsiero (D-31) will face Brian Fitzpatrick, brother of departing 

incumbent Cong. Mike Fitzpatrick in November, while former House Appropriations Chairman Dwight Evans (D-

203) defeated embattled long-time Cong. Chaka Fattah in the Democrat primary in Philadelphia, virtually assuring 

Evans’ move to Washington next year. Two other incumbent Democrats, Philly Democrat Mark Cohen, the 

longest-serving member of the House of Representatives, and Lackawanna County Rep. Frank Farina were both 

unseated by men they beat in 2014.  

 

Three Special elections were held in March to fill unexpired terms of departing House members. Tonyelle Cook-

Artis, longtime chief of staff to former State Rep. Cherelle Parke, whom she succeeds, defeated Republican Latryse 

McDowell to win the 200th District seat. Cook-Artis then lost her primary election on April 26 to Christopher 

Rabb, who will take over the seat in January. Lynwood Savage, a Democratic committeeman in the 34th Ward, 

defeated Republican Robert David Bedford Jr., a college student, and Leon Williams, a lawyer running as a third-

party candidate, in the 192nd District. Former State Rep. Louise Williams Bishop, who held the 192nd District seat 

for 14 terms, resigned after pleading no contest in December to a misdemeanor charge after she and other legislators 

were caught on tape accepting cash from a lobbyist in a sting investigation. Savage then prompt lost his primary 

election to Morgan Cephas, a City Council staffer and activist. 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania professor Eric Nelson has won a special election to fill the unexpired term of 

former Republican state Rep. Tim Krieger, who resigned his 57th Legislative District seat after winning election to 

the Westmoreland County Common Pleas Court in November. Nelson will again face Democrat Linda Iezzi in 

November.  

 

Wolf Allows 2015-16 Fiscal Code Bill Become Law; 2016-17 Budget Bill introduced 

 

Gov. Tom Wolf followed his announcement that he would allow the supplemental budget bill to become law 

without his signature with a similar move with regard to the companion bill amending the Fiscal Code, to provide 

detail to the spending plan for the current fiscal year, 2015/16. Facing veto-proof majorities in the House and Senate 

on HB 1589, Wolf decided to call an end to the 9-month long Chinese water torture process that the 2015-16 budget 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1589


impasse had become, and let the bill become law without signature. The move sets the platform and framework for 

the impending 2016-17 budget debate, which also began in earnest in April with the House introducing and 

forwarding a new budget bill, HB 1999 . The bill at this point is only a “vehicle”, moving up in the process while the 

bones of the new spending plan are negotiated. It is virtually identical to the current budget, and does not reflect any 

new initiatives, or additional revenue, nor cuts, which will inevitably have to happen, to address the nearly $2 billion 

structural deficit facing lawmakers in the coming fiscal year. Get ready for another bumpy ride, as election years are 

rarely the time when major funding initiatives are passed.  

 

DOH: PROPOSED RULEMAKING: SCHOOL IMMUNIZATIONS  

 

The Department of Health (DOH) proposed to amend Chapter 23, Subchapter C (relating to immunization) to ensure 

that children attending school are adequately protected against potential outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

DOH intends to achieve this goal by amending § 23.85 (relating to responsibilities of schools and school 

administrators) to allow for a child to be provisionally admitted to school even though the child does not have all the 

required immunizations for admittance or continued attendance as set forth in § 23.83 (relating to immunization 

requirements). DOH also intends to use this proposed rulemaking to change the manner and time frames for schools 

to report immunization rates to DOH, to obtain the most accurate immunization data possible, to acknowledge that 

certain types of vaccine are no longer available in the United States and to add a requirement to immunize against 

pertussis, the incidence of which has gradually been increasing in the United States since the 1980s. DOH is also 

proposing to add a second dose of meningococcal vaccine before entry to 12th grade. Requirements of the proposed 

rulemaking provide for definitions, immunization requirements, responsibilities of schools and school 

administrators, school reporting, affected persons, cost and paperwork estimates, statutory authority, and 

effectiveness and sunset dates, which may be found in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Written comments, suggestions or 

objections regarding this proposed rulemaking may be submitted to Cynthia Findley, Director, Division of 

Immunization, Department of Health, 625 Forster Street, Health and Welfare Building, Room 1026, Harrisburg, PA 

17120, (717) 787-5681. The proposed rulemaking was published in the April 8, 2016 PA Bulletin. 

For more on this proposed rulemaking, click here: http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-15/594.html 

 

SBE: PROPOSED RULEMAKING: NONIMMUNIZED CHILDREN  

 

The State Board of Education proposed to amend Chapter 11 (relating to student attendance) for purposes of clarity 

and consistency with a proposed rulemaking of the Department of Health amending 28 Pa. Code Chapter 23, 

Subchapter C (relating to immunization). Specifically, the proposed rulemaking makes clarifying amendments to § 

11.20(a). The proposed amendments delete language that is duplicative to requirements established by the 

Department in 28 Pa. Code § 23.84 (relating to exemption from immunization) and maintain the requirement for 

students to comply with the immunization regulations established by the Department to be admitted or permitted to 

attend school. Further, the proposed amendments would allow a student who is unable to provide documentation of 

full immunization to attend a public, private, nonpublic, special education or vocational school under certain 

circumstances when the Secretary of Health issues a temporary waiver of the immunization requirements. The 

reference to a temporary waiver is proposed to be added for consistency with the Department's proposed rulemaking 

amending 28 Pa. Code Chapter 23, Subchapter C that would establish a temporary waiver to immunization 

requirements that could be issued by the Secretary of Health in the event of a Nationwide vaccine shortage or in the 

event of a disaster. Existing § 11.20(b) is proposed to be deleted to eliminate duplication with requirements 

established by the Department in 28 Pa. Code Chapter 23, Subchapter C, which is currently cross-referenced in § 

11.20(a). Written comments, questions, suggestions, commendations, concerns or objections regarding this proposed 

rulemaking to Karen Molchanow, Executive Director, State Board of Education, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA 

17126, rastateboardofed@pa.gov. 

http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-15/595.html 

 

 

Legislative Activity 
The following bills of interest to CFoP were acted on by the General Assembly this past month. 

 

Scope of Practice/Licensure Bills 
NONE 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1999
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-15/594.html
mailto:rastateboardofed@pa.gov
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-15/595.html


 

Budget-Related Bills 
 

HB 1589 RE: Fiscal Code Amendments (by Rep. Martin Causer, et al) 

Amends the Fiscal Code, in financially distressed municipalities, providing for financial recovery; in oil and gas 

wells, providing for the Environmental Stewardship Fund; in tax credits, providing for Department of Community 

and Economic Development; in special funds, further providing for funding, for State Workers' Insurance Board, for 

expiration and for other grants; in additional special funds, further providing for use of the Tobacco Settlement Fund 

and for distributions from the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development Fund and providing for miscellaneous 

limitations and transfers and for the Natural Gas Infrastructure Development Fund; in general budget 

implementation, further providing for the Department of General Services, providing for the Pennsylvania Gaming 

Control Board, further providing for the Department of Human Services, for the Pennsylvania State Police and 

providing for the Commonwealth Financing Authority; for school district debt refinancing bonds; providing for 

2015-2016 budget implementation; and making editorial changes. Effective immediately. 

Read second time, and rereferred to House Appropriations Committee, 4/4/2016 

Rereported from as amended from House Appropriations Committee, 4/5/2016 

Read third time, and passed House, 4/6/2016 (176-11) 

Received in the Senate and referred to Senate Appropriations Committee, 4/7/2016 

Reported as committed from Senate Appropriations Committee, and read first time, 4/11/2016 

Amended on Senate floor, and read second time, 4/12/2016 

Read third time and passed Senate, amended, 4/13/2016 (37-11) 

Received as amended in House and rereferred House Rules, re-reported on concurrence as committed from 

House Rules Committee, and House concurred in Senate amendments, 4/13/2016 (149-45) 

Became law without Governor's signature 4/25/2016 (Act  No. 25 of 2016) 

 

HB 1999   RE: General Appropriation Act of 2016 (by Rep. Bill Adolph) 

Provides provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the Executive and Judicial Departments, the State 

Government Support Agencies and the General Assembly of the Commonwealth, the public debt and the public 

schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, for certain institutions and organizations and for the 

payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016; to provide 

appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Tobacco Settlement Fund, the Aviation Restricted Account, the 

Hazardous Material Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, the Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment Trust 

Fund, the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund, the Tuition Account Guaranteed Savings Program Fund, 

the Banking Fund, the Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin Technology Development Authority Fund, 

the Oil and Gas Lease Fund, the Home Improvement Account, the Cigarette Fire Safety and Firefighter Protection 

Act Enforcement Fund, the Insurance Regulation and Oversight Fund, the Pennsylvania Racehorse Development 

Restricted Receipt Account, the Justice Reinvestment Fund and the Multimodal Transportation Fund to the 

Executive Department; to provide appropriations from the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to the 

Judicial Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017; to provide appropriations from the Motor 

License Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, for the proper operation of several departments of 

the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania State Police authorized to spend Motor License Fund money; and to 

provide for the appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth and 

for the payment of bills remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. 

Introduced and referred to House Appropriations committee, 4/12/2016 

Reported as committed from House Appropriations Committee, read first time, and laid on the table, 

4/13/2016 

 

Child Abuse Reporting 
 

SB 1156  RE: Child Abuse Reports (by Sen. John Sabatina, et al) 

Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in child protective services, further providing for definitions, for disposition 

and expunction of unfounded reports and general protective services reports, for employees having contact with 

children and adoptive and foster parents by adding clergy and health care personnel to the scope, for volunteers 

having contact with children and for recertification. The bill provides or reports to be maintained for ten years or 

until the child is 23 years old (changed from five years). 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1589
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1999
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1156


Reported as committed from Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee, read first time, and rereferred to 

Senate Appropriations Committee, 4/4/2016 

Reported as committed from Senate Appropriations Committee, 4/5/2016 

Read second time, 4/12/2016  

 

Health Care Bills 

 
SB 3  RE: Medical Cannabis Act (by Sen. Mike Folmer, et al) 

Establishes a medical marijuana program; provides for patient and caregiver certification and for medical marijuana 

organization registration; imposing duties on the Department of Health; provides for a tax on medical marijuana 

organization gross receipts; establishes the Medical Marijuana Program Fund; establishes the Medical Marijuana 

Advisory Board; establishes a medical marijuana research program; imposes duties on the Department of 

Corrections, the Department of Education and the Department of Human Services; and provides for academic 

clinical research centers and for penalties and enforcement. 

Re-reported on concurrence as amended from Senate Rules and Executive Nominations Committee, 

4/11/2016 

Amended on Senate floor, and Senate concurred in House Amendments as amended, 4/12/2016 

Received as amended in House and rereferred to House Rules Committee, re-reported on concurrence as 

committed from House Rules Committee and concurred in Senate amendments to House amendments, 

4/13/2016 

Approved by the Governor, 4/17/2016 (Act. 16 of 2016) 

 

Health Insurance Bills 
NONE 

 

Medical Assistance/DHS 
NONE 

 

Sales Tax Expansion 
NONE 

 

WORKER’S COMP 

NONE 

 

Upcoming meetings of Interest 
 

Some House Committee meetings and session can be viewed online at: http://www.pahousegop.com/ 

Senate Committee meetings and session can be streamed at: http://www.pasenategop.com/  

 

2016 SENATE SESSION SCHEDULE  

May  9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18 

June  6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

  

2016 HOUSE SESSION SCHEDULE  

May                       2, 3, 4, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, & 25 

June                      6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 & 30 

 

Copies of bills described above can be obtained through the CFOP office, or on-line at: 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0003
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