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Talks Resume to End Budget Stalemate; Governor to Unveil Next Budget February 9 
 

After a month long holiday break, the House and Senate leaders resumed discussions on how to finish the historic 

FY 2015/16 budget process. To recap, last June the General Assembly passed a budget bill that the Governor found 

largely deficient in meeting his stated goals and campaign pledges, so he vetoed the entire bill, rather than bluelining 

chunks and sending it back to the General Assembly for more work, as nearly every Governor preceding him had 

done at some point. The debate took many turns before and after that point, with the discussion at times being over 

whether the spending plan or the revenue plan to pay for the spending needed to be passed first. This circular debate 

led to many votes on various portions of the budget, some resulting in 0 affirmative votes, others falling largely on 

party lines. In December, the House Republican leadership offered Gov. Wolf a chance to round up the votes for 

higher spending, after the Senate had sent a package that mostly reflected a “framework” supposedly agreed to by 

three of the four legislative caucuses and the Governor, but just as it appeared the Governor might actually have the 

voted needed, the House Republican caucus pulled the plug, and sent a no-tax increase budget back to the Senate. 

An exasperated Senate, rather than holding the members in Harrisburg any closer to Christmas than they already 

had, and hearing the panicked calls from school districts and human service organizations who were on the verge of 

closing without SOME funding, voted for the House Republican budget, and sent it to the Governor, and went 

home. The Governor this time took out his blue pen and sliced significant portions of funding for essential 

programs, including public schools, prisons, and, not ironically, the legislature.  

 

Talks resumed in January, though the blizzard light legislative schedule and the opening of candidate petition filing 

for the 2016 elections made the possibility of any final resolution moot. Threats of primary challengers for any 

members who voted for tax increases blunted the ability of leaders to get to the votes needed to restore funding. 

Individual “supplemental appropriations” bills restoring the Governor’s cuts in piecemeal fashion were introduced 

and moved into place, some perhaps to be available for further amendments should an agreement be reached. But 

none has made it to the Governor, for fear of another veto.  

 

So, on February 9, despite the absence of a completed 2015/16 budget, Gov. Wolf will present his 2016/17 budget 

request. Since a vast majority of any budget is locked in to some degree by federal laws, state statutes and court 

decisions, it will likely look very similar to the one that has been fought over for the past year, perhaps with some 

concessions or policy shifts to accommodate discussions, finalize the current budget and move the state forward to a 

final budget for next year, in an election year. After his presentation, the House and Senate will recess for several 

weeks of public hearings by the respective Appropriations Committees, with each department, the state-related 

universities and independent agencies parading through to defend their funding requests. They are a chance for some 

of the legislators who are not involved in the direct negotiations of the budget to understand agency by agency what 

they plan to do with their money, and to ask questions and make statements to and about those agencies and the 

Administration. How this plays out remains to be seen. Stay tuned. 

 

 

More Members Announce Intentions to Retire From State Legislature As Candidates 

Circulate Petitions 

 
The final week of January marked the beginning of the official 2016 campaign, as incumbents and challengers 

sought signatures on nominating petitions across the state. As we reported last month, several veteran legislators 

have announced their retirements at the end of the 2015-16 legislative session, and will not seek re-election. January 

saw several more long-sitting legislators decide to move on to other challenges. Democrat Reps. Peter Daley (D- 

Washington), Nick Kotik (D-Allegheny), Ted Harhai (D-Westmoreland) and Dwight Evans (D-Philadelphia) 
will leave after decades in the House, as will Republican Reps. John Payne (R-Dauphin), Mauree Gingrich (R-

Lebanon), and Mike Vereb (R- Montgomery). Evans appears to be the frontrunner to unseat troubled 

Congressman Chaka Fattah.  

 



In addition, long-time Philadelphia State Sen. Shirley Kitchen will also retire in November, opening her seat for a contested 

primary in a heavily Democrat seat. Sharif Street, son of former mayor John Street, and nephew of former Sen. T. Milton 

Street, who previously held Kitchen’s current seat, is the early frontrunner for this seat.  

 

We anticipate more such announcements as the nominating process proceeds into February. The primary election is April 26. 

Due to the current district configurations, in most districts the primary is generally the race that matters. Some believe that 

this fact has contributed to the budget stalemate, particularly in the House, where Republican members have been threatened 

by outside groups with primary opponents if they vote for any tax increases. Similar threats on the left have had some 

Democrat legislators scrambling as well.  

Legislators not seeking re-election: 

-Cumberland) 

-Delaware) 

-Northampton) 

-Susquehanna) 

-Washington) 

-Dauphin) 

-Philadelphia) 

. Shirley Kitchen (D-Philadelphia) 

-Allegheny) 

-Lebanon) 

-Montgomery) 

-Westmoreland) 

 

 

State Board of Chiropractic January 28 Meeting Highlights 
The State Board of Chiropractic met on January 28 in Harrisburg. Here are the highlights.  

∙ Board Chair Kathleen McConnell, DC, announced that this may be her last board meeting, so the 

Board would need to hold elections of officers, later in the meeting. She thanked the Board and staff 

for their support during her tenure. 

∙  Lead Board Prosecutor Anita Shekletski  introduced new fellow prosecutor Katie Delp, who will be 

assisting in Board prosecutions. She presented seven cases for Board consideration in Executive Session. 

David Shurtz handled the hearing for the Commonwealth in a reinstatement hearing. 

∙  BPOA Commissioner Ian Harlow reported on new CE tracking software coming online in late summer, 

fully operational by January. Harlow also noted that with passage of the partial budget, the travel ban is 

now lifted, but some restrictions remain.  

· Board Counsel Jacqueline Wolfgang discussed a few of the cases for deliberation in Executive Session.  

∙ Regulatory Counsel Blackburn reported that the Board had on the Radiologic Procedures regulation. 

One of the two other regulation packages – Distance Learning previously reported on has been approved by 

the Governor’s Office of General Counsel, and is on its way to being published as Final rulemaking. The 

other, Chiropractic Specialties- is still in the Governor’s Office of General Counsel and Policy Office for 

review. Three other regulation packages were referred to the Regulations Committee for work.  

· The Board elected new Officers – George Khoury, DC, was elected Chair, and John McCarrin, DC was 

elected Secretary.  

∙ Chief Regulatory Counsel Cynthia Montgomery presented draft Act 31 Child Abuse CE 

regulations, as she has to all of the other health care boards. The Board approved the regulation to 

be released as an exposure draft to interested parties, including CFOP. 

∙ The Regulations Committee met at the conclusion of the Board meeting. 

Next meeting is March 24, in Harrisburg. Remaining 2016 dates: May 26, July 28, September 22, and 

December 1.  

 

 

 

Legislative Activity 
The following bills of interest to CFoP were acted on by the General Assembly this past month. 

 



Scope of Practice/Licensure Bills 

 
HB 802 RE: CE Carryover (by Rep. Harry Readshaw, et al) 

Amends the act entitled, "An act empowering the General Counsel or his designee to issue subpoenas for certain 

licensing board activities; providing for hearing examiners in the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs; 

providing additional powers to the Commissioner of Professional and Occupational Affairs; and further providing 

for civil penalties and license suspension," adding that in addition to disciplinary powers and duties, boards and 

commissions shall have the power to provide for the carryover of any continuing education credits in excess of the 

number required for biennial renewal. The carryover shall be valid for one biennial renewal term only. 

Laid on the Table, removed from the table, 1/11/2016 

 

Budget-Related Bills 
NONE 

  

Child Abuse Reporting 
NONE 

 

Health Care Bills 

 
SB 1102   RE: Access to Healthcare Act (by Sen. Andrew Dinniman, et al) 

Provides for immunity from medical malpractice liability for nonprofit community-based clinics and extends 

protection to healthcare professionals acting as agents of the state through free or charitable clinics. Lays out 

responsibilities of the Department of Health. 
Introduced and referred to Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee, 1/28/2016 

 

Health Insurance Bills 
NONE 

 

Medical Assistance/DHS 
NONE 

 

Sales Tax Expansion 
NONE 

 

WORKER’S COMP 

NONE 
 

Upcoming meetings of Interest 
 

Some House Committee meetings and session can be viewed online at: http://www.pahousegop.com/ 

Senate Committee meetings and session can be streamed at: http://www.pasenategop.com/  

 

THURSDAY - 3/17/16 

House Labor and Industry Committee 

9:00 a.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 

Public hearing on: HB 1800  (Mackenzie) - Amends the Workers' Compensation Act, in interpretation & definitions, 

further providing for definitions; in liability & compensation, for schedule of compensation; &, in procedure, for 

investigations & peer review. 

 

2016 SENATE SESSION SCHEDULE  

February  8, 9, 10 

March  14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23 

April   4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0802
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1102
http://www.pahousegop.com/
http://www.pasenategop.com/
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01800&SESSION=15R


May  9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18 

June  6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

  

2016 HOUSE SESSION SCHEDULE  

February              8, 9, & 10 

March                   14, 15, 16, 21, 22, & 23 

April                       4, 5, 6, 11, 12, & 13 

May                       2, 3, 4, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, & 25 

June                      6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 & 30 

 

Copies of bills described above can be obtained through the CFOP office, or on-line at: 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm  
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